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Grade: 2
Concept:  Students will be able to generalize that people and other animals share a basic need 
to have a home.
Alaska Standards:  science A14a B1, B3,  Arts A3, A5  
Process Skills:  observation, prediction, inferring, communicating, sorting
Materials: copy of Project Wild, a copy of A House is a House, writing material, pencils, 
crayons, colored pencils, paper
Vocabulary:  wildlife, ecosystem, environment, shelter, habitat       
Gear-Up:

• Read A House is a House to class
• Create KWL chart on “What is a home”    
• Brainstorm shelter for people and animals.  Ex) What they are made of, where they are, etc.  

Explore:
• As a group discuss what kind of animal habitats we have in the Juneau area, in this case 

behind the school?  To determine this,  take kids into the woods behind the school.  Each child 
has a note pad and will create a sketch of what they notice as a home or shelter for a 15 
minute period.  

Generalize:
What types of animal habitats were discovered? What kind of wildlife did you notice? How is an 
animal’s home different from your own?  How do animals build their homes? How do we build our 
homes?  Create a venn diagram on animal homes and people homes-what do they have in common?
Apply:

• Have the students design a drawing of the place they live.  
• After the drawings are finished, have a discussion about the items that are necessary for a 

person or an animal to live.
• Compare/contrast the different homes created by the class.  Talk about the different types 

of homes or”shelters” people live in.  Have students share and sort their homes by type. Ex. 
apartment vs, house vs. condominium etc.  

• Conclude the discussion by adding that even though all homes are a little different, 
everybody(people and animals) needs a home.

Extensions and modifications:
• Have students create a home for an animal they invent. Have students go to the internet and 

do research on animals, their homes, and animal habitats.
• Students may have extended time outside of class to work on this project.
• Students may choose to work individually or with another student to complete this project.

Idea for lesson obtained from page 32 of Project Wild entitled ”Everybody Needs A Home”
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