LCM LESSON Grade 3 Margaret Babcock
Standard: Science A12, A15, B1, B2, Math.6, Cultural E2

Concept: Seeds resemble other seeds from their parent plant. They don’t
always fall and grow directly under the parent plant. Seeds travel in
different ways. Students will conduct scientific investigations to determine
how the seeds travel.

Gear Up:

Students collect seeds (and cones) from the nature trail.
Ask the children to note where the trees are growing, and ask how they think
about how the plants happen to grow where they do.

Explore:
Students do three tests to see how the seed might travel.

1. Air Test: Blow on seed to see if it floats or falls. (These should be freshly
gathered)

2. Hitchiker Test: Gently touch the seed with a teddy bear’s fur. If it sticks to
the fur, it is a “hitchhiker.”

3. Water Test: Drop the seed in a bowl of water to see if it floats or sinks.
Draw seed. Tape picture or seed on an individual Venn Diagram

Process Skills: Observing
Infering
Questioning
Recording Data
Using a Venn Diagram




Apply/Assess:

Ask students to predict what a seed (not tested) might do if they blew on it,
touched it with the fur or dropped it in water. Have the student record predictions
in their Science Notebook, then test their prediction.

Process Skills: Observing
Predicting

Generalize:

Have students compare their charts with others. Note and discuss any
discrepancies. (Some seeds may appear in more than one category)

Students might do research on plants/seeds. Which plants are native to our
area, and which were brought in by homesteaders.

Extensions:

Walk outside again and see if student predictions seem to partly explain the
places things grow.

Ask a homesteader, gardener, or grandparent to come talk with the children
about ways they experience their natural environment in a responsible way.
Also, it would be neat to have someone from the Senior Center come in and talk
about changes they have noted in the vegetation in this area since they have
lived here.

Plant seeds in different areas and see what happens. (ie. wet seed/dry seed, or
sunny/shady).

Materials:

An assortment of seeds Student seed collections

A shallow bowl Water: enough to fill the bowl
A stuffed animal Paper

Pencil Tape
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